DANZIG

by Pope Eugene III, Danzig was placed under the
spiritual charge of a bishop and attached to the
diocese of Wloclawek, to which it belonged for
centuries. Under the reign of the Slav Grand
Dukes of Pomorze Danzig was transformed by
German settlers, who were not unwelcome.

When the Pomorze Grand Dukes of the Danzig
line became extinct towards the end of the I3th
century, the city paid enthusiastic homage to the
Piast king Vladyslav Lokietek as its rightful King.
From the earliest times Danzig lived by Polish
trade, just as it did until the beginning of September
1939. However, the city had hardly begun to
flourish when, at the beginning of the fourteenth
century, the Teutonic Knights brought down their
iron fist on Danzig. The Teutonic Knights consti-
tuted an order of robbers whose members wore a
black cross on their white cloak and who had
settled on the right bank of the Vistula, then
wanted to conquer Danzig, the key to the river,
i.e. the left bank, the entire coast and the whole
of Pomorze. They were called in by the Danzigers
in all good faith, just as, centuries later, the German
Army was called in by some Nazis in Vienna, but
pillaged the city and murdered its inhabitants. On
a November night in 1308 the Teutonic Knights
began their reign of terror, organizing a blood bath
in which no fewer than 10,000 Danzigers were
estimated to have lost their lives, while part of
the city was set on fire. It is significant of the con-
sistency of the German character through the
centuries that the Grand Master of the Order
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